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Ethical Sourcing 

Zeal Optics – Sunglasses Range 

Score – 10/10 

General 

1) Do the manufacturer and/or distributer have an environmental policy?  

YES 

2) Do the manufacturer and/or distributer have an environmental management and/or quality 

management system in place (e.g. ISO14000, ISO9000) or any other environmental 

certifications? 

YES 

 

Traceability 

1) Can we trace the supply of the product back to the original manufacturer? 

YES 

2) Can we trace the supply of materials back to the original raw material? 

YES 

 

Notes: The raw material used for the frames is castor oil. The resin seeds are farmed in India, 

Brazil and China. The seeds are then shipped to Switzerland where they are turned into the 

resin to make the frame. The resin is sent to Mauritius to be made into a sunglass frame. 

 

1. Resin seeds are farmed in 

China, India and Brazil. They 

are then sent to Switzerland. 

3. From Mauritius they are 

then sent to us after being 

made into a sunglass frame. 

2. When in Switzerland 

they are then turned into a 

resin. They are then sent to 

Mauritius. 
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Manufacture 

1) In terms of labour used at the factory – can we be assured that the standards within the 

manufacturing factory are humane and ethical?  

YES 

Notes: All factories used in India, Brazil and China meet international standards and 

regulations. The minimum age for any factory work is 18. The children of the actual farm 

owners are allowed to work on the farm during holidays at their parent’s discretion. 

 

Materials 

1) Are any of the materials used in the manufacture considered harmful to the environment? 

NO 

2) Do the materials used to make the frame come from a natural and sustainable source? 

YES 

Notes: The use of castor oil for the spectacle frames is unique to this company and used 

because it is much more environmentally friendly than crude oil based plastics. 

 

Packaging 

1) Do the manufacturer and/or supplier make any attempt to reduce the environment impact 

of their packaging 

YES 

Notes: All catalogues globally are printed on FSC certified paper. 

 

Recycling 

1) Is the product or raw materials recyclable? 

YES 

Notes: The product is biodegradable. Whilst not strictly recyclable it is the world’s first 

biodegradable frame material. 

 

Source: Email Correspondence from Director of Marketing Zeal Optics, Joe Prebich 2012. 

Original emails kept as written proof. 

 


